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In early October, Mexico launched the Solidaridad II communications satellite with the assistance
of the French aerospace company Arianespace. The signals from the satellite, constructed by
California-based Hughes Space and Communications, will cover all of Mexico's territory and
provide communications services to 23 other countries in Latin America. The satellite will offer a
wide range of communications services, including dissemination of signals for television, radio, and
telephone transmissions.
The Solidaridad II satellite, which has a life span of 14 years, is Mexico's third satellite currently
in orbit. The Morelos II satellite will conclude its life span in 1998, while the Solidaridad, launched
in 1993, is expected to provide service through the year 2007. According to the Communications
and Transportation Secretariat (Secretaria de Comunicaciones y Transporte, SCT), Solidaridad and
Solidaridad II form part of a new generation of satellites, which are able to transmit a clearer signal,
reach a greater number of destinations, and possess a longer life span. The Solidaridad II replaces
the Morelos I satellite, which went out of service in November of 1993.
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